CHAPTEB XI

LAST YEARS

(1776-17905

AFTER seeing the Wealth of Nations through the press,
Smith lingered a few weeks in London. He was
anxious to persuade Hume to come up and consult the
London physicians, but Hume shrank from the journey,
and implored his friend to return to Edinburgh. So
about the middle of April, Smith and John Home1 took
the coach for Edinburgh. But at Morpeth, where the
coach stopped, they saw Hume's servant at the door
of the inn. Hume had changed his mind, and was on
his way to see Sir John Pringle, Home returned with
Hume to London, but Smith, hearing that his aged
mother was ill, went on to Kirkcaldy. Before parting,
however, the two friends carefully discussed the ques-
tion of what should be done with Hume's papers in the
event of his death. From a desire to avoid religious
controversy and public clamour, Hume had kept by
him unpublished his Dialogues on Natural Eeligioni
and he now tried to persuade his friend and literary
executor to edit them after his death.

But Smith resolutely declined the task.   Although
he had himself lectured on Natural Religion, he had
1 The author of Douglas.
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